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The Claims 

A method for monitoring a field of view for visible changes, comprising in 
^combination the steps of: 

taking a benchmark image in a predetermined manner of the field of 
vie^to be monitored; 

lividing the benchmark image into a plurality of cells; 
ta&ing a second image in the predetermined manner of the field of 
view to be\ionitored after creating the benchmark image; 

dividime the second image into the plurality of cells; 
compari^ predetermined groups of cells of the second image to the 
same predetermined groups of cells of the benchmark image; 

giving each cfell of the benchmark image a numerical value based 
upon the information i\each cell; 

giving each cell o\the second image a numerical value based upon 
the information in each celft 

giving each group of c^lls a numerical value based upon the 
numerical value of the cells witfiin that group; and 

wherein comparing prederarmined groups of cells of the second 
image to the same predetermined groups of cells in the benchmark image 
comprises computing the difference l^tween the numerical values of each 
group of cells in the second image and fflOkthe benchmark image. 
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A method according to Claim 1 wherein: 
each cell comprises a pixel; and 
the numerical value of each cell comprisSb the brightness of the pixel. 
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A method according to Claim 2 wherein the numerical value of each group 
of cells comprises the sum of the brightness for the pixels in the group. 

^method according to Claim 3 wherein the predetermined groups of cells 
comprises a single group. 



A method Ifor monitoring a field of view for visible changes, comprising in 
combinationlfae steps of: 

taking a\enchmark image in a predetermined manner of the field of 
view to be monitored; 

dividing the bWichmark image into a plurality of areas; 

taking a second ^nage in the predetermined manner of the field of 
view to be monitored aftenfcreating the benchmark image; 

dividing the second image into the plurality of areas; 

comparing predetermine^ areas of the second image to the same areas 
of the benchmark image; 

computing the number of th^credetermined areas that changed from 
the benchmark image to the second imatee; 

giving each area of the benchmar^mage a numerical value based 
upon the information in each area; 

giving each area of the second image a\umerical value based upon 
the information in each area; and 

wherein computing the number of the predetermined areas that 
changed from the benchmark image to the second ima^e comprises 
computing the difference between the numerical values ^each area in the 
second image and in the benchmark image. 
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A method according to Claim 5 further comprising the step of computing the 
number of the predetermined areas that changed in numerical value by more 
aan a predetermined amount. 

A metWd according to Claim 5 further comprising the step of comparing the 
number roLthe predetermined areas that changed from the benchmark image 
to the secoimimage to a predetermined number. 



10 



15 



A method according to Claim 7, further comprising the steps of: 

giving each afcea of the benchmark image a numerical value based 

upon the information iKeach area; 

giving each area ^the second image a numerical value based upon 

the information in each are;\and 

wherein computing th^number of the predetermined areas that 

changed from the benchmark imafee to the second image comprises 

computing the difference between ffl^e numerical values of each areas in the 

second image and in the benchmark image. 
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A method according to Claim 8 further comprising the step of computing the 
number of the predetermined areas that change d in numerical value by more 
than a predetermined amount. 



10. A method for monitoring a field of view for visible\hanges 5 comprising in 
combination the steps of: 
2 5 taking a benchmark image in a predetermined m\iner of the field of 

view to be monitored; 

determining the image mass of the benchmark image! 
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taking a second image in the predetermined manner of the field of 
vl^v to be monitored after creating the benchmark image; 

determining the image mass of the second image; and 
comparing the image mass of the benchmark image to the image 
mass of tire second image. 
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ll. A method for monitoring a field of view for visible changes, comprising in 
combination the steps of: 

taking a sequence of images in a predetermined manner of the field of 
1 0 view to be monitored.^ 

determining tl^utaage mass^pf each of the images in the sequence; 
comparing the imag^ mass of the images in the sequence to each 

other; 

computing if there is a^clical change in the image mass of the 
1 5 images in the sequence. 



12. A method for monitoring a field of ^ew for visible changes, comprising in 
combination the steps of: 

taking a sequence of images in ^predetermined manner of the field of 
2 0 view to be monitored; 

dividing each of the images into a plurality of cells; 
comparing a plurality of predetermined groups of cells of each image 
to the same groups of cells of the other images? 

computing if there is a cyclical change in^ny of the predetermined 
2 5 groups of cells during the sequence; 

giving each cell of each image a numerical ^lue based upon the 
information in that cell; 
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giving each group of cells of each image a numerical value based 
upori^ie numerical value of the cells within that group; and 

^herein computing if there is a cyclical change in any of the 
predetermined groups of cells during the sequence comprises computing if 
there is a cyclical change in any of the numerical values of the predetermined 
groups of cellsVuring the sequence. 

A method accordinOTp Claim 12, wherein: 
each cell composes a pixel; 

the numerical valu^ of each cell comprises the brightness of the pixel; 
and 

the numerical value o^each group of cells comprises the sum of the 
brightness for the pixelsVi the group. 

A method according to Claim 13, w^grein the predetermined groups of cells 
comprises a single group. 



A method for monitoring a field of view foi^isible changes, comprising in 
combination the steps of: 

taking a manually set benchmark image \ a predetermined manner of 
the field of view to be monitored; 

dividing the benchmark image into a plurali&of cells; 

taking a second image in the predetermined mataner of the field of 
view to be monitored after creating the benchmark imagl 

dividing the second image into the plurality of cell? 

giving each cell of the benchmark image a numerical\alue based 
upon the information in each cell; 



